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tenderly towards the former and cruelly towards the latter;
though it must be confessed that some quite saintiy people have
attempted to justify such a policy. The theory that creatures
endowed with any degree of sensibility were created to be used
at the unrestricted will and pleasure o! one species, singled out
of the whole of creation, seems to make of the Creator not a
God, but a fiend of unexampled malignancy. I can still remem-
ber at school, asking a master how the story of the drowning
of the Gadarene swine could be squared with the rest of the life
of Our Lord; the lame explanation that I received shocked even
my boyish intelligence. Now at Spituk, I would gladly have
given the lama Dawa a simple statement that Christ's teaching
on animals was as precise as he expected it to be, and that the
deplorable practice of Christians in this matter was simply a
falling away from the professed ideal.

But to a man of the highest intellectual honesty like Dawa,
I felt it impossible to give any answer that suffered from bias;
he and his fellow lamas showed such a freedom from all
special-pleading tendencies when discussing the condition of
their own Church, that anything short of an equal frankness
towards them would have been rank dishonesty. I have been
surprised how rare false loyalty is among Tibetans; I have
said rare, but I must confess that I cannot at this moment
recall a single instance of facts being doctored, or evidence
selected, in order to show up their institutions in an ex-
cessively favourable light. It does not seem to be one of
their temptations, for the basis of their whole philosophy lies
in the undoing of illusion. Whatever ostensible success is built
on a groundwork of misrepresentation, is for them ipso facto
poisoned at the root; its fruits therefore, however sweet their
temporary flavour, must in the long run prove to be bitter.
There are liars for personal gain to be found in Tibet as else-
where, but, in their heart of hearts, they do not so often cherish
the lurking belief that out of a deception of themselves or others,
ultimately happy consequences can somehow be made to flow.
This error is precluded even by a partial understanding of the
doctrine of Karman, which is inexorable in declaring that as
the sowing, so shall be the eventual reaping. That is why the
nature of the religious label affixed to a person counts for rather
less among them than among ourselves: nominal conversion to
Buddhism, based on insufficient reasons, is worthless and can
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